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The music department is excited about the following upcoming
events, so please mark your calendar:
• Friday, May 8, 2020 ~ Annual Music in the Parks Choral 

Festival (Busch Gardens ~ Williamsburg, VA).  The 
Voices of Drew will compete and look forward to winning 
another trophy.

• Thursday, June 4, 2020 ~ Spring Concert.  This 
performance will feature the instrumental music 
department (orchestra and band).  Free Admission!

• Tuesday, June 9, 2020 ~ Annual Spring Musical.  The 
Voices of Drew will present, “A Motown Review,” a 
musical about several artists whose careers were launched 
by a legendary record company in Detroit, MI.                 
Free Admission!

We hope everyone had a healthy and active holiday 
season! This month, the P.E. team will teach a floor hockey 
unit.  For enrichment and to kick-off the unit, an assembly is 
scheduled January 14, 2020, for fourth and fifth graders; staff 
from the Washington Capitals (hockey team) will attend which 
will add to the students’ excitement.

Fourth graders have studied the Eastern Woodland Native 
Americans.  As a result, they are expanding their 
knowledge and making practical application by creating 
an Eastern Woodland Native American Museum in art 
class.  Students in each class are assigned to the following 
four groups: 1) Hunting/Fishing and Resources; 2) 
Housing and Villages; 3) Tools, Boats, and Hunting tools; 
and 4) Farming and Food Preparation.

P.S. Fourth Grade Families:  Please start saving paper 
towel and toilet tissue rolls, scrap material, buttons, and 
small plastic Chobani yogurt cups.  We really need them in 
art class!

Third graders are completing their arpilleras; they will use 
them to answer the STEAM driving question, “How do 
people impact change?”  Their artwork is based on 
addressing social issues and storytelling.



¡Hola! Familias de Drew:

¡Felíz Año Nuevo! (Happy New Year). I hope you enjoyed the holidays.  I am glad to be back and excited to move onto new 
and exciting Spanish lessons.

Since November, Upper elementary students have learned vocabulary and phrases to describe members of the community.
They also focused on physical descriptions. Ask your child ¿Cómo eres? Please see if he or she can give you a description.

This coming month, upper elementary students are taking a more active role during our weekly routine. When we discuss
what they did during the weekend, a selected student will have the opportunity to share a morning message written in
Spanish.

Students have also been assigned work in Quizlet; it can be accessed any time to review and practice vocabulary used in
Spanish lessons. Please practice the activities with your child by scanning the below-referenced QR codes. In addition, I
am creating games in Kahoot that I will share via Seesaw. QR codes for those resources will be shared in the next
newsletter.

Spotlight on FLES (Spanish Class)
Martha Azero

¿Cómo eres?
(Descripciones)- QUIZLET

Miembros de la Comunidad
QUIZLET

Mi cuerpo hace música Figuras geométricas

Espacio Cultural
In most Spanish speaking countries, celebrations around “La Navidad” are very peculiar and bring the opportunity to taste
new experiences. The celebration of this holiday in Mexico and some Central American countries starts nine days before
Christmas, beginning with “Las Posadas.” This is a procession in which the participants hold candles and sing Christmas
carols; it recreates the travels of Mary and Joseph seeking shelter. The procession will make its way to a particular home
(a different one each night) where the song “Canción Para Pedir Posada” (song to ask for shelter) is sung. Once they
arrive, food is also shared among the people, and piñatas are broken.

The celebration around “La Navidad” lasts until “El Día de los Reyes Magos” (Epiphany or Three Kings' Day) on 
January 6th.  Before Santa Claus, in some Spanish speaking countries it was typical for children to receive their presents 
on “Día de los Reyes Magos” instead of on Christmas Eve.  Every country adds their own customs to celebrate the coming 
of the three Kings. In Spain, children place their shoes in a spot where the Kings are sure to see them.  In addition, they put 
out sweets for them as well as hay to feed their camels on the night of January 5th.  On January 6th, the spectacular 
“Cabalgata de los Reyes Magos” (Three Kings' Parade) takes place in every town and city.  The Kings ride on horses, 
camels, or elaborate floats; they also throw goodies to the children in the streets.  In South America, Peruvians throw a 
party for taking down their nativity scenes; this is known as “La Bajada de Reyes” (The Taking Down of the Kings).

Lower elementary students have been learning parts of the body, colors, and shapes.  All lower grades are going to 
focus, particularly, on the weather and seasons to connect with the new PBL theme. You and your child can sing together 
in Spanish by scanning the following QR codes:


