
APS Gifted Services: Enrichment for All
Critical and Creative Thinking K-2

➔ Directions: Select at least one activity to complete each week.
These tasks can be written, drawn, or discussed. 

Color the box when you have completed that activity.

Questioning Point of View

     Mount Rushmore National Memorial in South 
Dakota features a massive sculpture of four very 
important U.S. presidents. 

What might you see on the Mount Rushmore of - 
● Super Heroes
● Super Villains
● Board Games
● Breakfast Cereals
● Candy

Choice 1  
What would your neighborhood look like from the 
perspective of a bird?

Choice 2
Many movies (Toy Story, A Bug’s Life) are told from 
the perspective of something other than a person. 
Create your own idea for a movie that is told from 
the perspective of a favorite stuffed animal, toy, or 
pet. 

Plus, Minus, Interesting Fluency, Flexibility, Originality, 
Elaboration

Create a PMI chart about eBooks.
• What are some good things about them? 
• What are some bad things about them? 
• What makes them interesting?

Can you come up with 3 ideas for each category?

Here are some other options for PMI charts to 
create.

• airplanes
• The beach
• Doing chores
• Exercising
• Losing power (no electricity)
• Birthday parties

1. Make a list of games you can play with a ball.

2. What sorts of things could you use to make a mini 
basketball hoop?

3. Create an original game that you could play with a 
ball.

4. Add details about the game you created: what it is 
called, the things you need to play, the rules of 
the game, and how to win.
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APS Gifted Services: Enrichment for All
Critical and Creative Thinking K-2

➔ Directions: Select at least one activity to complete each week. 
These tasks can be written, drawn, discussed, or even built. 

Color the box when you have completed that activity. 

S.C.A.M.P.E.R. Visualization

A traditional school desk looks like this. 

Create a desk that could hold all of your favorite 
school supplies. Consider changing the - 

Don’t want to SCAMPER a desk? 
● Design boat using only aluminum foil.
● Create a game using an empty egg carton.
● Create a toothbrush for a shark. 
● Design a pizza that you could have for dessert 

When we visualize things, we picture things in our 
mind. 

When you close your eyes and think of the word joy, 
what do you see?

Other things to visualize could be: When you close 
your eyes and think of... 

● the world’s best ice cream sundae
● the perfect spot to read a book
● the best place to relax
● the perfect spot for a game of Hide and Seek

Try to be creative and original. 

Making Connections

Look at the images in the boxes below.  What connections might you make between the three items?  
Explain why.  

        

        book       movie       music   
                                                      flowers     waterfalls    rainbows
                                                                                                                 treadmill    jump rope  weights

● How are they the same or different?
● Which is most important?
● Which is most like you? 
● Which object connects to favorite character in a book your reading? 
● Which object connects to the setting of a book that you enjoyed reading?

size shape color

material design surface



Questioning
Effective questions can support learners’ efforts to explain, interpret, and apply what they 
know. Open-ended questions can increase interest and support the development of a range of 
critical and creative thinking skills.

Point of View
When learners consider other points of view or perspectives, they begin to develop their 
abilities to listen with understanding and empathy (one of Costa’s 16 Habits of Mind). Tasks 
that focus on point of view offer learners the opportunity to think flexibly, debate ideas 
respectfully, and consider “big picture” ideas. 

Plus-Minus-Interesting
Learners use the PMI structure to keep an open-minded attitude and consider an issue from 
multiple perspectives. Younger learners may consider what would make a certain idea 
interesting (i.e. What if books were round?), older learners may use the “I” to consider 
implications.

Fluency, Flexibility, Originality, Elaboration (FFOE)
These thinking strategies and processes help students brainstorm, make connections, and 
develop creative ideas. 

Fluency – The ability to generate numerous ideas or alternatives to solve a 
problem that requires a novel solution.

Flexibility – The ability to consider a number of different perspectives in an effort 
to generate a wide variety of ideas or alternatives.

Originality – The ability to generate novel, unique, and rare ideas or alternatives 
to solve a problem that requires an innovative solution.

Elaboration – The ability to generate a large number of details or descriptions 
that explain a specific and novel solution to a problem.

S.C.A.M.P.E.R.
SCAMPER is a model that helps us create unique thoughts, explore relationships, and search 
for new or different combinations. SCAMPER involves a variety techniques (Substitute – 
Combine – Adjust or Adapt – Modify – Put to Other Uses – Eliminate or Elaborate – Reverse 
or Rearrange) that help to change and improve something by changing one or more parts of 
the original idea.

Visualization
Stated simply, visualization is technique that involves forming images in our mind. Visualizing 
helps us imagine situations, events, or ideas even when what we are thinking about is not 
actually present.

Making Connections
When learners make connections, they explore relationships between new ideas, their daily 
lives, and the world around them. Making connections supports learners in their ability to 
create unique and original ideas.
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